Power and change: primary health care at the crossroads in Sweden.
This paper is based on in-depth interviews with members of Sweden's medical interest groups involved in a national effort to control health care costs. Sweden is faced with escalating costs due primarily to a growing high technology hospital sector. Simultaneously, consumer demand for primary care services and for gerontological care is rising rapidly. The Swedish way of changing the health care system is described and an analysis of the power struggle between physicians, health care bureaucrats and politicians is presented.